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GEYA Soccer Spring 2015 
Round-Robin Tournament 

 
May 30, 2015 

 
Tournament Rules for 9th-12th Grade Coed Division 

 
All FIFA Laws of Soccer and regular-season GEYA Soccer Rules, which appear under the Rules tab on 
www.geyasoccer.org, apply with the following modifications:  
 

1) Each 9th-12th grade team will play five playoff games. The top two teams will play in a 70-minute 
championship game. See Championship Game Rules Addendum below. 

2) The GEYA Mercy Rule does not apply during the tournament or during championship games. 
3) Substitutions are only allowed at the half, except in cases of player injury or exhaustion. 
4) The home team is the higher numbered team. 
5) The away team is the lower numbered team. 
6) The home team will defend the goal closest to the upper parking lot at the start of the game, will have 

first kick-off, and will occupy the side of the field closest to the pavilion.  
7) Game clocks will begin at the exact scheduled times. Referees will start the game and the second half 

on the clock, and play will begin on the whistle. This means that if there is a delay in getting the 
teams onto the field, the official start of the game will be on the clock, not on the whistle.  

8) Goalies may remain in the net for the entire game. 
9) Teams playing on Fellowship Field #1 must follow the “Turf Rules,” which appear under the Rules 

tab on www.geyasoccer.org, namely: 
a) Upper Uwchlan Township rules as stated on signage at the field (no drinks other than water, no 

food, etc.), and  
b) Only officials, coaches, assistant coaches and players are permitted inside the fence. 

10) Players must wear official GEYA Soccer jerseys. If a player is not wearing a GEYA jersey, he or she 
will not be permitted to play. 

11) Coaches and assistant coaches must wear official GEYA coaches’ shirts so as to be easily recognized 
by referees. If a coach or assistant is not wearing a GEYA coaches’ shirt, he or she will not be 
permitted to coach. 

12) Every player must play at least one continuous half per game. This rule does not apply to the 
championship game – see Championship Game Rules Addendum below.  

13) Attention should be given to a fair balance between male and female players, as a function of team 
rosters, with no fewer than 3 female players on the field at any given time. If a team has fewer than 6 
female players present, at least half the female players must be on the field at any given time. The 
referee on the field is responsible for imposing a penalty only when the opposing team observes a 
violation and signals the ref. The offending team must then play one male player short for the 
remainder of the half. If the offense is brought to the attention of the referee at the time a goal is 
scored that goal will be disallowed, the ball will be put into play as a goal kick by the offended team, 
and the violating team will begin play one male player short for the remainder of the half.  

14) Spectators must remain at least 6 feet from the sidelines and between the 18-yard lines.  
15) Coaches, players and spectators are not permitted on the end lines or between the 18-yard line and 

goal line at each end of the field.  
16) Teams are to occupy opposite sides of the field.  
17) Coaches may not participate as sideline judges (flagpersons). Parents or those who participate as 

sideline judges are not permitted to coach the players.  
18) No protests of games or penalties will be entertained during the tournament.  
19) The game clock will not be stopped except for the following reasons:  
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a. Player injury within the last 5 minutes of the game. The referee may then allow play to 
continue for no more than 2 minutes after time has officially expired.  

b. Penalty kicks may be taken after time has expired. No additional time may be added to the 
clock.  

20) Slide tackles are not permitted. In the event of an infraction, the penalty shall be determined as 
follows:  

a. Illegal only: Indirect kick  
b. Illegal and malicious: Direct kick (penalty kick if awarded inside the penalty box)  
c. All slide tackles from behind are considered malicious. 

21) If a player engages in excessive celebration or taunting during the game for any reason, including 
after scoring a goal, that player will be given a yellow card.  

22) If a player accumulates two yellow cards in the course of playoff games, that player will sit out the 
remainder of playoff games. However, if the player’s team goes to the championship game, that 
player will be eligible to play in the championship game. 

23) If a red card is given, the player will be ejected from that game and is not eligible to play during the 
next game, including the championship game. The offending player’s team plays down one player 
for the remainder of the game during which the infraction occurred but can field a full squad during 
the following game as long as the penalized player is not utilized. 

24) The top two teams will advance to the championship game. Points are determined as follows:  
a. Win = 3 points  
b. Tie with goals = 2 points  
c. Tie ending 0-0 = 1 point  

25) In the event of a tie at the end of round-robin play, the tiebreaker(s) will be determined as follows for 
elimination purposes:  

a. Two teams involved in a tie  
i. Head-to-head competition. If the teams are still tied, 

ii. Total goal differential (total goals scored minus total goals allowed).  
Note: the maximum and minimum goal differential for each game is +3 and -3, 
respectively. If still tied,  

iii. Comparative records of playoff-bound teams. If still tied,  
iv. Goal differential (total goals scored minus total goals allowed) of games between the 

playoff-bound teams. If still tied, 
v. Most total wins. If still tied,  

vi. Most shut-outs. If still tied,  
vii. Fewest goals allowed. If still tied,  

viii. Team with fewest send-offs (red cards). If still tied,  
ix. Team with fewest cautions (yellow cards). If still tied,  
x. Coin toss performed by division commissioner and a representative from each team.  

b. Three teams involved in a tie  
i. Head-to-head competition. If one of the teams has a better record than the other two, 

that team advances. If the remaining two teams are now tied for the second playoff 
spot, then the tiebreaker rules of “Two teams involved in a tie” apply. If there is a 
three-way tie in head-to-head competition,  

ii. Total goal differential (total goals scored minus total goals allowed). If teams are still 
tied,  

iii. Comparative records against playoff-bound teams. If still tied, 
iv. Goal differential (total goals scored minus total goals allowed) of games against the 

other two playoff-bound teams. If still tied,  
v. Most total wins. If still tied,  

vi. Most shutouts. If still tied,  
vii. Fewest goals allowed. If still tied,  

viii. Team with fewest send-offs (red cards). If still tied,  
ix. Team with fewest cautions (yellow cards). If still tied,  
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x. Coin toss performed by division commissioner and a representative from each team.  
26) GEYA board members, the Tournament Director, league officials, and/or referees will, if necessary, 

request parents, coaches, or players who exhibit unsportsmanlike conduct on the sidelines to leave 
the vicinity of the field of play.  

27) Only referees will evaluate and rule upon infractions and events on the field. 
 
 

Championship Game Rules Addendum  
 

1) The 9th-12th grade championship game will be 70-minute game. Games shall reflect the rules of a 
regular season game as outlined in the GEYA Soccer Rules and the Tournament Rules listed above. 
Halftime will be 5 minutes in duration.  

2) The team with the most accumulated points throughout the tournament is the home team.  
3) Coaches are required to give every player at least 20 minutes of playing time. No timesheets need be 

kept, but all coaches are expected to abide by this “fair play” rule. Attention should be given to a fair 
balance between male and female players, as a function of team rosters, with no fewer than 3 female 
players on the field at any given time. See Section 15 above.  

4) Substitutions follow regular-season GEYA Soccer Laws, i.e., unlimited number after goals and 
during goal kicks, throw-ins or games stoppages for injury. 

5) Only referees may act as sideline judges. 
6) In the event of a tie, a sudden-death tie-breaker will be played as follows:  

a. Coaches will have 2 minutes at the end of regulation play to remove 3 players from the 
playing field, leaving at least 3 female players on the field. 

b. Only players on the field at the end of regulation play can be selected to play in the overtime 
period. No substitutions may be made at the end of regulation play. 

c. No goalies are used during overtime play. Goalies may remove their goalie jerseys and 
remain on the field as players during the overtime period if selected by the coach.  

d. Any hand contact with the ball inside the penalty area or resulting in an infraction will result 
in a penalty kick. The defending team may place one player in the net during a penalty kick; 
said player may not use his hands. If the defending player makes hand contact with the ball 
during the penalty kick, a goal is counted and the game is over.  

e. The home team will have the kick-off, and each team will continue throughout the 
tiebreaker(s) to defend the same goal they defended during the second half of regulation play.  

f. No substitutions may be made during overtime play.  
g. Overtime is sudden death. The first team to score shall be declared the winner.  
h. Overtime period play will commence for a 5-minute overtime period or until a goal is scored. 

Overtime period play will begin with the home team taking the first overtime period kick-off. 
The overtime kick-off is considered an indirect kick, and therefore a goal cannot be scored 
off the kick.  

i. Should the score remain tied at the end of 5 minutes, coaches will have 1 minute to remove 
from the playing field an additional player of whichever gender is in the majority (i.e., 5 
males and 3 females = remove 1 male). Play will resume with a kick-off at midfield by the 
away team. The sequence will continue until one team scores: 5-minute overtime periods 
with alternating kick-offs, followed by 1-minute intervals during which each team removes 
one additional player, alternating by gender.  

j. Should the tiebreaker continue until a 2-on-2 results, play will continue indefinitely until one 
team scores. Normal field boundaries will be observed and no penalty kicks will be awarded. 
During 2-on-2 play, any penalty called that would normally result in a penalty kick will 
instead result in a win for the fouled team. All other penalties will be awarded as direct kicks 
and can be taken immediately by the offended team. 


